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SYSTRA PLAYS MAJOR ROLE IN FIRST TRIAL RUN OF SENEGAL’S REGIONAL EXPRESS 
TRAIN, AN UNPRECEDENTED PROJECT IN WEST AFRICA 

 
On 14th January 2019, a trial run of Senegal’s regional express train took place at Dakar station. SYSTRA, 
an engineering and consulting group specialising in mobility, has participated in the project since 2015 as 
project management assistant. This is an exceptional project for many reasons: the size, the speed of 
execution, the technical and socioeconomic challenges, and the innovative character. 
 
Since 2015, SYSTRA has worked side by side with APIX, the national agency that promotes investment and 
major works in Senegal, to create the country’s first regional express train. Numerous technical challenges 
were involved in order to meet the needs of the region. 
 
This train is a great success and the result of a joint effort between SYSTRA and Senegal, as Macky Sall, 
President of the Republic of Senegal confirmed in his address: “Without the outstanding support of SYSTRA, 
we may not have been where we are today”. 
 
This new regional express train will enable the growing passenger demand, set to increase to 150,000 per 
day, to be met.  It will not only make it easier for the Dakar region’s inhabitants to get to work but also for 
passengers arriving at the  International Blaise Diagne Airport. With a commercial speed of 160km/h, the line 
will reduce the travel time between the airport and Dakar to less than one hour. It will unblock the capital, 
which is greatly needed, by transporting six times as many passengers as the old suburban train. 
 
To ensure this capacity, and the necessary reliability, Senegal has chosen 21st century technologies, 
constituting a first for Senegal and even for West Africa: 
- 25,000 Volt electrification 
- International UIC standard track gauge (1,435 mm) 
- ERTMS radio-based and fibre optic signalling to facilitate interoperability 
- Electric and diesel dual-mode trains for greater flexibility 
 
The new infrastructure will also increase safety for the entire population, with the removal of numerous level 
crossings, replaced by 18 bridges and 33 pedestrian bridges. 
 

The project in a few figures:  

- More than 8,000 people mobilised,  
- 137km of track,  
- 14 stations,  

 

- 22 dual-mode trains,  
- 51 large infrastructures,  
- A 25MW substation 
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About SYSTRA 
 
SYSTRA keeps the world moving through connecting people and places. By enabling mobility, our work 
strengthens communities and improves people’s access to employment, education and leisure. The Group 
delivers engineering, consultancy and specialist technical services that enable safe, efficient mobility and 
foster economic prosperity. 
 
A recognised world leader in mobility and mass transit, SYSTRA employs 6,700 people and has an operational 
presence in 80 countries. Engineering News-Record ranks SYSTRA in the top five mass transit and rail 
international design firms and among the 50 largest engineering firms in the world. 
 
SYSTRA specialists plan, design, integrate, test, commission, project manage and deliver mass transit and 
mobility solutions that are relied upon by millions of people every day around the world. For more than 60 
years we have helped cities and regions thrive through creating, improving and modernising their transport 
infrastructure. 
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